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4 January 2005

Dear Dr Fieldhouse
GMC Approved Environment

| am writing to follow up an action from a meeting you had with Paul Buckley and
myself at the GMC on 1 December 2005, to talk about the GMC risk based approach
to regulation and sessional GPs. | understand that Mr Buckley said we would write
to you, setting out the criteria for the GMC's approved environment so that you might
consider these against the arrangements you have put in place to assure quality. |
am sorry | have been unable to write to you before now.

It might be helpful if | first set out the background to this issue. The GMC has
developed a concept of approved environments as part of developing proposals for
registration and revalidation. Our model for revalidation contemplates that many
registered and licensed doctors working in the UK, whether in the NHS or
independent practice, will be based in GMC approved working environments. We
expect that GMC approved working environments will be able to provide us with
certification that the doctors they employ or whose services they engage have
participated in an annual appraisal, based on the seven headings of Good Medical
Practice, and that there are no significant unresolved local concerns about their
fitness to practise. The GMC approved working environment will also have a greater
application than revalidation. After limited registration is abolished, doctors seeking
full registration for the first time (with the exception of those who are found eligible for
entry to the Specialist or GP Registers) will be restricted to work in a GMC approved
working environment for two years until their first revalidation.
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Dear Dr Fieldhouse
GMC Approved Environment

| am writing to follow up an action from a meeting you had with Paul Buckley and
myself at the GMC on 1 December 2005, to talk about the GMC risk based approach
to regulation and sessional GPs. | understand that Mr Buckley said we would write
to you, setting out the criteria for the GMC's approved environment so that you might
consider these against the arrangements you have put in place to assure quality. |
am sorry | have been unable to write to you before now.

It might be helpful if | first set out the background to this issue. The GMC has
developed a concept of approved environments as part of developing proposals for
registration and revalidation. Our model for revalidation contemplates that many
registered and licensed doctors working in the UK, whether in the NHS or
independent practice, will be based in GMC approved working environments. We
expect that GMC approved working environments will be able to provide us with
certification that the doctors they employ or whose services they engage have
participated in an annual appraisal, based on the seven headings of Good Medical
Practice, and that there are no significant unresolved local concerns about their
fitness to practise. The GMC approved working environment will also have a greater
application than revalidation. After limited registration is abolished, doctors seeking
full registration for the first time (with the exception of those who are found eligible for
entry to the Specialist or GP Registers) will be restricted to work in a GMC approved
working environment for two years until their first revalidation.
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