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Supplementary Medical Lists For Non Principal General Practitioners
I give my comments below to your consultation paper.

I support and agree with the general conclusions of the paper. This tightening up of GP locum lists is long overdue. Although most practices carry out checks on new locums, a few practices do not. It is still possible under the current system for a doctor not qualified to be a GP, or worse, a non-doctor to work as a GP locum. If this happened, it would be a disaster, both to patients and to the reputation of general practice.

Continuing Professional Development (CPD)

To increase further quality assurance, there is an urgent need to include all non-principals in clinical mailings currently sent only to GP principals. A full-time GP non principal may be seeing more patients in an area than a part-time GP principal, yet their CPD is compromised by not receiving information about local medical meetings, health updates, etc. Each PCT needs to have a mechanism for rectifying this.

Unnecessary paperwork

To reduce unnecessary administration, each non-principal needs to nominate one PCT, either their PCT in which they reside or the PCT where they perform most of their work. Once this is done, they should be able to work in other areas without submitting further paperwork.

Under performing doctors

The consultation paper does not describe the method for dealing with under-performing non-principals. Concerns may come to light from various sources – GP practices, patients, local chemists, a non-principal group. It would seem reasonable that the medical director of each PCT should be the first person to be contacted (in confidence). It would be helpful if the document gave some guidance on this important point.

Prescription Pads

Once each non-principal has a unique supplementary list number, there should follow arrangements for non-principals to be issued with a prescription pad for each PCT in which they work. This will make life a lot easier for non-principals and also offer them the opportunity to carry out audits of their prescribing, which might form part of their revalidation.
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Coordinator, Borders Non-Principal Group

Scottish GPC Non-Principal Representative

Cc Ross Cameron, John Turner

